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In a yearly exercise that has come under increasing criticism, US President Bill Clinton on March
1 issued his recommendations on whether to certify that 26 countries have "cooperated fully" with
the US war on drugs. All Latin American countries were certified, although Haiti and Paraguay were
certified under a "vital national interests" waiver. Again this year, the four countries in the region
most heavily involved in drug production and trafficking Bolivia, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru were
unconditionally certified.
Announcing the decision, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright emphasized the extraordinary
gains by Bolivia and Peru in eliminating coca fields. Albright said the efforts of the Colombian
government to eradicate coca fields have met enormous resistance. She called on Congress to pass
the US$1.6 billion aid package requested by the administration, which "is designed to help lawabiding Colombians reclaim their country" from drug traffickers and the leftist guerrillas who
protect the coca crops.
Barry McCaffrey, head of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, said the annual
review shows "the process of the war on drugs in the hemisphere is giving results." He said coca
production in Peru and Bolivia has been reduced by at least half, which he attributed to the political
will of those governments. McCaffrey recognized the increase in coca growing in Colombia, and he
said the country was now producing 70% of the world's coca, almost 600 metric tons a year.

More drugs merit more money
After nearly a decade of US-sponsored fumigation where planes have sprayed hundreds of
thousands of liters of herbicide on Colombia's drug crops, cultivation is at a record high and
climbing. Last year, illegal coca and poppy fields increased by 33%, said Colombia's Direccion
Nacional de Estupefacientes in February. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) reports say Colombia
produced 126% more cocaine than in 1995, and the total area planted with coca expanded from
100,000 ha in 1998 to 122,000 in 1999.
Opposition legislator Jaime Dussan said Colombia's full certification this year is a prize for
adopting the neoliberal economic policies pushed by the IMF. "There is not the slightest doubt that
governments that receive direction from Washington and follow policies set by the US, such as
neoliberalism, are rewarded," said Dussan. In 1996 and 1997, after then President Ernesto Samper
was accused of receiving money from drug traffickers for his 1994 electoral campaign, WashingtonBogota relations chilled and the US decertified Colombia.
The US denial of certification, even though the Samper government had arrested several Cali drugcartel kingpins, was used as an example of how the certification process has been politicized. On
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March 2, Pastrana said the certification is "a clear recognition to the world of our efforts." He said
now Colombians can travel to the US and the rest of the world with their heads held high because
"we are respected, we are liked, and we are admired for our fight against drug trafficking."
Overshadowing the certification process this year is the debate in the US Congress on the
administration's request for the US$1.6 billion in military aid to Colombia. During a visit to
Bogota on Feb. 23, McCaffrey said that Colombia would be unable to carry out its plan to end
drug-trafficker impunity without the help of the US and the international community. Back in
Washington, McCaffrey told the two congressional committees studying the aid request that
Colombia has collaborated efficiently and effectively in the war on drugs. But the request is facing
growing opposition from those who fear it will lead to military involvement in the country's civil
war. Most of the aid would go to Colombia's military, although some would help reform the
country's judiciary and support crop-substitution programs.

Peru and Bolivia win praise, lose aid
Although Bolivia continues to be the third-largest cocaine producer, it is now far behind Colombia
and Peru. Bolivian President Hugo Banzer said that "the issue of certification no longer is important
for Bolivians." He said Plan Dignidad, which he began in 1998, will continue for the next two years
"until we achieve our objective of zero illegal coca." Banzer is, however, hoping the US will accept
his request for additional aid to fight drug trafficking for the 2000-2003 period.
Bolivian officials have claimed that they are being punished for their success, since they are now
receiving less US anti-drug aid than before they reduced the amount of coca fields (see NotiSur,
2000-02-25).
The US recognized Venezuela's improvement in anti-drug efforts, but said "there is still room
for progress." Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez has refused to grant blanket permission for
US planes to fly over Venezuela on anti-drug missions. Washington also wants Venezuela to
approve legislation against organized crime and to eliminate the constitutional prohibition against
extradition of Venezuelans. Such legislation would "send criminals the signal that there is no sure
refuge behind national borders," said Deputy US Attorney General Eric Holder.
Paraguayan President Luis Gonzalez Macchi tied his country's conditional certification to the small
amount of aid it receives from the US to combat drug trafficking. "The resources are very limited,
which is why we are in permanent conversations with the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
to increase their cooperation," said Gonzalez Macchi.

OAS initiative offers alternative to US certification
Meanwhile a multilateral evaluation (Mecanismo de Evaluation Multilateral, MEM) of anti-drug
efforts to begin this year under the Organization of American States (OAS) will allow an assessment
of producing and consuming countries that proponents say is more just and balanced that the US
certification process.
The procedure, approved during meetings of the OAS's anti-drug commission (Comision
Interamericana para el Control del Abuso de Drogas, CICAD), will focus on joint efforts to combat
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the problem without "blaming." OAS member countries agreed that the new mechanism would
function on a governmental level and will not include any type of sanctions. It is intended to replace
US certification. "Without a doubt, the unilateral certification is going on to a better life," said
Colombia's former foreign minister Augusto Ramirez, adding that the Washington process has
only succeeded in generating criticisms and problems. "The awareness has grown that this is not
a problem of some, but of all, countries and that the responsibility must be shared and outside any
political interest," said Otti Patino, leader of the former Colombian guerrilla group Movimiento 19
de Abril (M-19). [Sources: Reuters, 02/17/00; El Nuevo Herald (Miami), 02/18/00; The Dallas Morning
News, 02/19/00; Associated Press, 02/21/00, 02/23/00; Inter Press Service, 02/29/00; CNN, 03/01/00;
Clarin (Argentina), Spanish news service EFE, 03/01/00, 03/02/00; Notimex, 02/29-03/02/00, 03/05/00]

-- End --
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